
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY          ____________________________________             FEBRUARY 18, 2026 
          *congregation stands 

AS WE GATHER 

We are beginning Lent, the forty days we set aside to focus on our Lord’s Passion as we lead up to Easter. 

The Lord calls us to “Return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning,” and 

Joel calls for a “solemn assembly” (Joel 2:12, 15). It is time to “to receive the grace of God” (2 Corinthians 

6:1). And it is a time for active dialogue between each of us and our Father in heaven, as Jesus instructs in 

the Gospel. The readings from Exodus, which shall guide our worship through Lent, though, also provide 

us with Good News. We do not deserve it, but God hears and answers our cries. Be ready to pray; be ready 

to thank our gracious God. 

 

HYMN                         SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO THEE                  LSB 419, vs. 1, 3, 4 

*INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

*CONFESSION Psalm 130 

P Our faith in God is tested when it seems He is not listening to us. The problem is not how God answers 

but in our limited confession and our failure to totally trust Him for all we need. But God is listening 

and will answer! Let us now go to our gracious God in confession, expecting Him to hear our cries: 

 

P  Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD! 

C O Lord, hear my voice! 

Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!  



P If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 

  

P I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 

C my soul waits for the Lord 

more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 

  

P O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

C For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

*ABSOLUTION 

P In His great mercy, God sent His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who took all our sins to the cross. In His 

stead and by His command, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

*INTROIT Psalm 51:1–3, 17 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

C according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

  

P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

C and cleanse me from my sin! 

  

P The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

C a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

 

*SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. 

C Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12–19 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 

 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 

P O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

C the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

  

P who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

C and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he 

says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in anyone’s 

way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in 

every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by 

truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 

left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 

everything. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*VERSE Joel 2:13b 

P Return to the LORD, your God, 

C for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 

their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 



 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 

who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, 

anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father 

who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 

in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN                                      MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE                            LSB 702 

SERMON READING Exodus 2:23–25 

P During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their 

slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. And God heard their 

groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the 

people of Israel—and God knew. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON             GOOD NEWS OF A GOD WHO HEARS AND ANSWERS CRIES 

*NICENE CREED  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for all people who are unsure of God’s hearing their prayers. 

C Hear their cries, O Lord, grant them courage as You accompany, and answer them speedily. 

  

P Let us ask God to strengthen the faith of those who only recently have known Him. 

C Reveal Yourself gently to them, Lord Jesus, through the caring of Your church. 

  

P Let us pray for those who feel trapped by circumstances beyond their control. 

C Assure them that You know their dilemma and that the deliverer has come: Jesus, our Savior 

and Lord. 

  

P Let us pray for all who fear God’s punishment. 

C Show them mercy, O Lord, as You passed over Your Old Testament people. Grant them peace 

through Your presence. 

  

P Let us pray for all who know no good ways to turn, are unsure of the truth, and await only their 

deaths. 

C Tell them again, Lord Jesus, that You alone are the way, and the truth, and the life. 

  

P Finally, let us pray for all who are tired from opposition in the world around them and from their own 

conflicts within themselves. 

C Awaken in them a sense of Your accompanying them on their journey until that day when they 

and we join those who have gone before us at Your heavenly banquet hall. 

  



P All these things we bring before Your throne, confident that we have a God who hears and answers 

our cries. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

*OFFERTORY—Sung; tune on LSB 192 

*PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

*PROPER PREFACE 

*SANCTUS—Sung; tune on LSB 195 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,… So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

*AGNUS DEI—Sung; tune on LSB 198 

DISTRIBUTION    Distribution is at the rail, with both common cup and individual cup; de-alcoholized 

wine in center of tray. Gluten free wafers available by signifying to pastor/elder. Please use the pew cards to 

register your attendance at Holy Communion. 

 

          HYMN        Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed         LSB 560 

          HYMN                          Baptismal Waters Cover Me                      LSB 616 



*NUNC DIMITTIS—Sung; tune on LSB 199 

*POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

*BENEDICTION 

HYMN TO DEPART         GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING       LSB 922, vs. 1, 4 
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Serving Our Lord 
 

    February 18 February 25 

Meal 5:15pm Served by:  TLO Teachers Served by: TLO Quilters 

Musician 6:30pm Diane Streich Éowyn Prusak 

Cantor 6:30pm Andy Koch Dave Workman 

Altar Guild 6:30pm Sharon and Mike Drews Sharon and Mike Drews 

Elder(s) 6:30pm Sam Erdman and Ben Swenson Kurt Vallin 

Reader 630pm Jim Kohn Kurt Vallin 

Usher Team 6:30pm Ben Swenson Jon Peterson 

Acolyte 6:30pm Isaac Koch Dana Vallin 

Projection 6:30pm Sebastian Ness Open 

Live Stream 6:30pm Jim Nicklas Jim Nicklas 

 
 

Lenten Devotions from LHM 
In love, God sent His Son to redeem the world. In hatred, He was 
rejected. In Behold Your King!, we see the Savior stripped of His dignity, 
led away, and crucified on our behalf. No one could imagine this Man, 
this condemned and forsaken Man, was God in the flesh sent to liberate 

us from our sin by His death and resurrection. Visit the Lutheran Hour Ministries website to 
read, subscribe or print devotions in English or Spanish. Or pick up a print copy in our narthex — 
regular and large print available. 

 

https://srr7lbpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HzeZyJ_YDlEBbKOutv-2j1xlmY5JQC__6tF2qUXXBtwjUsDZkTJ6g14vQ5GAPCSTqbxXhquUWRnlxoim5l-DKkjHFMHMZGrNVaSEnyKMSSO-kzvlVwh_-ZyPQEmuNyoqiiu_-8qKUOdiUdUuSLgsM9SNL4HN7aDK&c=cffE_R16JXR72ahTBtoLJkDQg8v_Tx1eXZ1zyOMgAk25q8wWMDIohA==&ch=i_pVbN20iuA9yBTvqQikDOCYW20fsrzHfet-PgyYOghtpTPp8ppj5A==

