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Week 1: Family Tree

ADVENT MIDWEEK 1 DECEMBER 3, 2025

*congregation stands

AS WE GATHER
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Matthew 1:1

In this first service for Our Dear Christ Enters In special series for Advent, we consider the uniqueness of the
family tree that Jesus was born into, and we contemplate how blessed we are to be a part of the family tree
of God because of Christ.

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
C Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

P Beloved in the Lord, as we draw closer to Christmas, may this wreath remind us that Jesus came to
conquer the darkness of our sin and lead us into the light of his glorious kingdom, as the prophet
Isaiah declares,

C "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them a light has shone.”

P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, the true Light who comes into the world to enlighten all peoples,
bless us as we light the first candle on this wreath in preparation for your coming. Enkindle our hearts
with the fire of your love so that we may reflect your love to all—especially to those who are still
walking in spiritual darkness around us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.

(During the hymn, one blue candle is lit.)



OPENING HYMN THE ADVENT OF OUR KING LSB 331, vs. 1-3,6
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
C whose sins are covered.

P Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity
C and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

P I acknowledged my sin to you,
C and | did not cover up my iniquity;

P Isaid, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord"—
C and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P King Jesus,

C  We confess that we so often give you lip service with our tongues yet deny you with our
thoughts, words and actions. We have not placed you first in every area of our lives, nor have
we considered all others as better than ourselves. Hear us as we take this moment to confess
our sins, especially those sins that are weighing heavily on our consciences right now:

(Silence for personal confession.)

P ""Comfort, comfort my people,’ says your God. ‘Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and cry to her that her
iniquity is pardoned™ (Isaiah 40:1-2). In his tender mercy, God has given his Son to die for you and for
his sake forgives you all your sins. Therefore, upon this your confession, | announce the grace of God
to you. In his stead and by his command, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God, even in this exciting Advent season, we are reminded that our homes are sometimes visited by
hurt in this broken world. Please be present with those homes that are experiencing troubled times
and circumstances. Fill them with complete trust in you and the strength to endure hardship. Be their
source of courage, and give them confidence in knowing that you came to earth as a baby in
Bethlehem to comfort and save.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 15:1-6

TAfter these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, | am your shield;
your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” “And behold, the word of the LorD came to



him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” >And he brought him outside
and said, “"Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 8And he believed the Lorp, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 1:1-4

"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God in power according
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:1-17

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Ram, “and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, >and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, ®and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, “and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, °and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, '®and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and
Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 'and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

12And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of
Zerubbabel, 3and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father
of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud,
15and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, '®and
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

7So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen
generations.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME
SERMON OUR DEAR CHRIST ENTERS IN: FAMILY TREE
HYMN OF RESPONSE SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME LSB 332, vs. 5-8
*APOSTLES’ CREED —See inside back cover of the hymnal or projection slides

OFFERING

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

After our petitions:
P O Jesus Christ, who entered into our human family,
C bless us in all we do as the family of God.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER —See inside back cover of the hymnal or projection slides
*BENEDICTION
HYMN TO DEPART O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL LSB 357,vs. 1,4, 5,7
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SERMON HYMN LSB 332, vs. -4

Serving Our Lord

December 3, 2025 December 10, 2025
Musician 6:30pm | Diane Streich Diane Streich
Cantor 6:30pm | Andy Koch Dave Workman
Altar Guild 6:30pm | Sharon Drews and Nancy Strand Sharon Drews and Nancy Strand
Elder 6:30pm | Ben Swenson Kurt Vallin
Reader 6:30pm | Matthew Boll Kurt Vallin
Usher Team 6:30pm | Layne Streich Ben Swenson
Acolyte 6:30pm | Open Dana Vallin
Projection 6:30pm | Sebastian Ness Sebastian Ness
Live Stream 6:30pm | Jim Nicklas Jim Nicklas
Advent Meal | 5:15pm | TLO Teachers Church Council

Advent Devotions — pick yours up tonight!
Be sure to pick up your copy of “Our Dear Christ Enters In” devotions from the
narthex, or if you're reading this online, call the church office at 651-454-7235 to
have yours mailed. Each day's devotion will speak to your heart as you open it for
Christ’s entrance.




