
 



INDEPENDENCE DAY                                                                                    JULY 5, 2026 
Visiting for the first time? Welcome! See back cover for visitor information.          

                                                                                                                             *congregation stands  
AS WE GATHER 

Although the major focus of national celebration in the Year of Our Lord 2026 in the United States is the 

250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, there is another memorable 

anniversary to be noted as well: 2026 is the 235th anniversary of the ratification of the Bill of Rights by the 

first US Congress. The very first words of the very first amendment within the list of additional guarantees 

added to the Constitution of the United States in 1791 known as the Bill of Rights states: “Congress shall 

make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” That solemn 

guarantee enables us to gather freely to worship God without fear of disturbance or reprisal. As we gather, 

we can reflect on what a blessing religious freedom is ours in this God-blessed nation. Happy anniversary, 

United States of America! 

 

OPENING HYMN                     GOD OF OUR FATHERS   

 

 

 

 
Text: Daniel C. Roberts, 1841–1907, alt.  

Tune: George W. Warren, 1828–1902 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 

 



*INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

*OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 29:2; 33:12, 22; 115:1; 145:10; 147:5 

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond measure. 

C All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, and all Your saints shall bless You! 

  

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

C Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love 

and Your faithfulness! 

  

P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 

 

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 116:1; 124:8; Hebrews 4:16 

P I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice 

C and my pleas for mercy. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

C Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, mighty Judge of all people, we admit and 

confess our sinfulness. We have not lived up to our calling as Your faithful people. So often we 

have done the evil You forbid and too many times have not done the good You demand. We do 

repent and are truly sorry for our sins in thought, word, and deed. Have mercy on us, merciful 

Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Forgive us all that needs Your forgiving grace, 

and with the power of the Holy Spirit, direct us to serve You faithfully all our days, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  

P God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him in 

confession. In His stead and by His command, therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P May our God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways of faith and obedience, and 

finally bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



CELEBRATION SEQUENCE 

P Today we thank God as we celebrate 250 years of God’s blessings on the United States of America. 

The psalmist writes: “Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a 

song of praise is fitting” (Psalm 147:1). As part of our celebration this day, we sing our thanks for living 

in what truly is a God-blessed land.  

  

We thank God for the land that is our home—a land of mountains and seashores, of rivers and 

forests. This is a rich and fruitful land, a land that has supplied generations with its bounty. The 

psalmist writes: “Let the redeemed of the LORD . . . thank the LORD for His steadfast love, for His 

wondrous works to the children of men” (Psalm 107:2a, 21). Together we sing our thanks through the 

stanzas of the well-loved hymn “We Praise You, O God.” 

 

HYMN                                     WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD                          LSB 785, vs. 1, 3 

CELEBRATION SEQUENCE 

P We bless God for the peace that our nation has known on its shores for two and a half centuries. And 

we give our thanks for the generations of military men and women who have lived devotedly and 

even died sacrificially to keep the freedoms that we enjoy and to maintain the peace that we know 

here in our land. King David wrote in one of his psalms: “But You, O LORD, are a shield about me, my 

glory, and the lifter of my head” (Psalm 3:3). In the words of a devotional hymn text, we lift up our 

military people in prayer as we sing “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.” 

 

HYMN                           ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE               LSB 717, vs. 1, 4 

CELEBRATION SEQUENCE 

P We give glory to God for the United States that each of us knows, no matter what location in this vast 

country we call home. In a heartfelt exclamation centuries ago, King David the psalmist wrote: “May 

the LORD give strength to His people! May the LORD bless His people with peace!” (Psalm 29:11). Peace 

and prosperity have been blessings from God in these United States for two and a half centuries. 

Confident of future blessings and with true thankfulness, we can echo the words of Psalm 126, which 

summed up the sentiment of God’s people: “The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad” 

(verse 3). With glad hearts and joyful voices we sing “Now Thank We All Our God.” 

 

HYMN                            NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD                      LSB 895, vs. 1–2 

CELEBRATION SEQUENCE 

P Let us pray for our nation, that it may shine as a beacon of hope to the world, and let us pray for our 

communities, that kindness, goodness, and mercy may be the hallmarks of our lives together. 

  

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, You have blessed our nation over many years. 

Graciously continue to watch over this land, that we may rejoice in Your abiding protection and serve 

You with gladness of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Samuel 2:6–10 

6The LORD kills and brings to life; 

 he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

 he brings low and he exalts. 
8He raises up the poor from the dust; 

 he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes 

 and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

 and on them he has set the world. 
9“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

 but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 

 for not by might shall a man prevail. 
10The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 

 against them he will thunder in heaven. 

The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 

 he will give strength to his king 

 and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 

has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but 

to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive 

his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear 

the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 
6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very 

thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall 

not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

*HOLY GOSPEL Mark 12:13–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14And 

they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. 

For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, 

or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” 15But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put 

me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16And they brought one. And he said to them, 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17Jesus said to them, “Render to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN                O GOD OF LOVE, O KING OF PEACE                       LSB 751 

SERMON                                     ONE NATION, UNDER GOD 

SERMON OUTLINE           Christian Citizenship: Render to God         Romans 13:1-11 
 

PAUL, A HYPHENATED CITIZEN: ________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PAUL’S AIM IN LIFE: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



CHRISTIANS HOWEVER: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DEFICIENCIES IN LOVE AND POOR CITIZENSHIP: _______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTIANS ARE TO THINK OF THEMSELVES: __________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*NICENE CREED 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After our petitions: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

  

OFFERING 

*PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 



*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,…So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*PAX DOMINI 

*AGNUS DEI  -  Sung - LSB 210 

DISTRIBUTION    Distribution is at the rail, with both common cup and individual cup; de-alcoholized 

wine in center of tray. Gluten free wafers available by signifying to pastor/elder. Please use the pew cards to 

register your attendance at Holy Communion. 

          HYMN                                BE STILL MY SOUL                                   LSB 752 

          HYMN              MAY WE THY PRECEPTS LORD, FULFILL                  LSB 698 

*POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

*BENEDICAMUS 

*BENEDICTION 

HYMN TO DEPART                 GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND                         LSB 965 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
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© 2026 Concordia Publishing House. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Serving Our Lord 
 

  July 5, 2026 July 12, 2026 

Musician Lynn Kroonblawd Diane Streich 

Cantor Andrew Koch Open 

Altar Guild Nancy Strand Nancy Strand 

Elder Bill Breitinger and Open Ben Swenson and Bill Breitinger 

Reader Open Keith Prusak 

Usher Team Gary Sheets  Andy Olson and Open 

Acolyte(s) Open Mason Kolb and Ian Olander 

Projection Don Lee Swenson Family 

Live Stream Jim Nicklas Jim Nicklas 

 
 
 



COMING UP AT TLO    —   July 5, 2026    —   July 12, 2026 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Sun 9:00*am Worship with Holy Communion  
  10:15am Adult Bible Class 
  12:30pm Peniel Evangelical Church 
Mon 10:00am Adult Bible Class 
  6:30m Trail Life Troop 2950 
Tue 10:30am TLO leads worship at Lexington Pointe Senior Living 
  7:00pm Elder meeting 
Wed 6:30am Men's Bible study 
Thur 6:00pm Peniel 
  6:30pm Board of Christian Education 
Fri 10:30am Memorial service for Andrea Hinrichs 
Sat 9:00am Women's Bible study 
  2:00pm Peniel events 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sun 9:00*am Worship with Holy Communion  
  10:15am Adult Bible Class 
  12:30pm Peniel Evangelical Church 
 *worship online at www.trinityloneoak.org 

 
Thank you to Hannah Kroonblawd for blessing our worship service today with her 
flute. Dr. Hannah Kroonblawd teaches creative writing, literature and composition 
courses in the English, Communication and Theatre Arts Department at Concordia 
University, Nebraska. After graduating from Concordia Nebraska in 2012, she taught 

middle school in southern China and later earned an M.F.A. in creative writing from Oregon 
State University and a Ph.D. in English studies from Illinois State University. She was the director 
of creative writing at Malone University and then returned to teach at Concordia in 2024.  
 

_____________________________ 
 

Hit the Greens, Change A Child's Life 
Enjoy 18 holes of golf at the beautiful Valleywood Golf Course, Apple Valley, MN on 
August 10, 2026. Your contribution will include golf, cart access, a taco buffet, and a 
drink ticket. There will be chances to win games and raffle prizes. If you're not a golfer, 

you can be a Hole Sponsor or a Meal Sponsor or just make a kind donation. All contributions are 
warmly welcomed and are tax deductible. This golf benefit will support Camp Omega 
Endowment Fund to help send children to Camp Omega and experience the love of Jesus. For 
more information and to register and/or donate for this benefit, go to www.campomega.org. 
Thank you for your support and making a change to a child's life. 



WEEKLY DEPOSITS: June 28, 2026 

General Fund Income:  

  Current and Mission Weekly Offering - supporting staff and operations $ 12,527.00 

        (Our offering budget is $10,475 per week)         

   Building Reserve Fund - supporting monthly mortgage payments $ 685.00 

        (Our offering budget is $675 for per week)            

  Tuition $ 2,853.48 

  1883 School Annual Fund - supporting TLO School $ 330.00 

  VBS $ 100.00 

  Church and school fees $ 3,645.80 

  Subtotal General Fund Income $ 20,141.28 

Special Purpose Income (not available for general fund spending) 

  YTF2 - Yesterday, Today, Forever 2 initiative $ 225.00 

  Acorn Scholarship Fund $ 225.00 

  Sunday school offerings in support of Rev. Tom Park in Taiwan $ 2.25 

  General support of Rev. Tom Park in Taiwan $ 25.00 

  Subtotal Special Fund Income $ 477.25 

 

Birthdays this week 
 

July 5 Marc Ergang 
  

July 7 Lexi Becker, Ian Olander 

Anniversaries this week 
 

July 7  Terry and Helen Stoerzinger 
 

_____________________________ 
 
The 69th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is 
scheduled for July 18–23, 2026, in Phoenix. Please keep the triennial convention in 
mind and in prayer as a Synod leaders, both clergy and lay-leaders, meet to discuss 
the important business of our Church. 

 
_____________________________ 

 
Q2 Statements and Lutherans Engage 
Pick up Q2 statements from your mailbox and let us know, through the church 
office, if corrections need to be made. A copy of Lutherans Engage is waiting for 
you in your mailbox. This publication is sure to encourage you as you read where 

the LCMS is at work in the world, with the message of the Gospel. 



Remember in Prayer 
Mission Field: 

• Rev. Tom Park, Theological Educator in Taiwan is OUR missionary. He writes, 
“Please pray for me as I transition to teaching Greek in Mandarin, that the Lord help me 
be an effective teacher so that the student(s) enjoy God’s Word in its original language 
and be strengthened.” 

Those with Health Concerns: 

• Austin, officer & friend of Bueckslers, for full healing from injuries sustained in  
the line of duty 

• Bri Buecksler, recovering from surgery, with long recovery ahead 

• Alice Dornseif, moved to transitional care 

• John, grandfather of 2 TLO students, undergoing cancer treatment. The family requests 
continued prayers in this serious situation 

• Marilou Larson, close cousin of Alice Dornseif, preparing for a “live liver” transplant  

• LeRoy Motz hospitalized  

• Scott and his wife, Heidi, sister of Nancy Strand, as Scott has broken his hip  

• Laverne Ziebell – recover from surgery that removed a mass from his spine 

• For TLO members and friends in need of our continued prayers: 
Dixie Cliff    +    Larry Flannery    +     Gary Foley                  David Frick    +     Gerry Groth     +       

Don Holz    +    Glenda Holz    +    Justin Kube      +     Joseph Labhart  +    Donine Leatherby     +     
LeRoy Motz    +    Renata Rahn    +     Jeff Schaaf     +     Karen Stohlberg   +   Char Timm   +     

Laverne Ziebell 
General and ongoing Prayers: 

• For our nation: Lord, God of hosts, ruler of all nations, we thank You for the blessings 
You have bestowed upon the United States of America and her people for 250 years. 
We pray that You would grant her good and wise government and sustain her in peace 
and security, especially so that Your Holy Gospel may be confessed openly and received 
gladly by her people. Bless the celebrations of this milestone, that they may unite our 
country as a people and cause us to renew our commitment to the public good. Let all 
Christians give respect, honor and love where each is due, as servants of Christ in this 
world whose eternal citizenship is in heaven. (from LCMS One Year Series Prayers for 7/5/2026) 

• Ryan Kroonblawd - Seminarian - 2nd semester classes at Lutherische Theologische 
Hochschule in Oberursel, Germany will end in July.  Continue to pray for a clear 
understanding of classes taught in German.  

 
 
 
 
 



Welcome Guests   We are glad you are here today!  Here are a few things we 
thought you would like to know to help you feel at home with us today. If you are 
visiting please introduce yourself to our team. We love to make new friends! 

 
For those with small children, a nursery is available, located in the narthex, if you need a place 
to care for your child.  Children’s bulletins are in the narthex, or ask an usher.   
 
Restrooms are located to the east end of the narthex near the main entrance. 
 
Large print copies of the worship folder are available.  Please ask an usher. 
 
At this service we celebrate Holy Communion. Please speak with our pastor or an elder before 
communing if this is your first time receiving the Lord’s Supper at TLO. The light-colored wine in 
the center of the individual communion tray is de-alcoholized wine, where the alcohol is 
reduced to .05%.                             

__________________________ 
 

 
 

 
Planning Meeting for Pastor Kroonblawd’s retirement celebration 
Tuesday, July 14     |     6:00pm     |     TLO Conference Room 

 
As we prepare to honor and celebrate our Pastor Kroonblawd’s 40 years of faithful ministry and 
retirement on Sunday, August 30th, we are seeking congregation members who would be 
willing to help with the planning and preparation of the luncheon and program. We are also 
looking for ideas, memories, tributes, and suggestions for the program. If you have creative 
ideas for recognizing Pastor’s years of service, special presentations, testimonials, music 
selections, or other ways to make the celebration meaningful and memorable, this is the 
meeting to come to! Let us come together to make this a memorable and meaningful occasion 
as we express our gratitude for Pastor’s 40 years of dedicated service and wish him God’s 
continued blessings in retirement.  If you have comments or questions, please contact Jean 
Peterson in the church office, or Andy Olson at andyo@idealprint.com or 651-402-2560. 


