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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT DECEMBER 14, 2025
Visiting for the first time? Welcome! See back cover for visitor information.
*congregation stands

AS WE GATHER

It is certainly easy to complain. We all do it. We look around and see all those things that are not what we
think they should be. We look in the mirror and we see what we lack. When John sent his disciples to
Jesus, Jesus called them to rejoice in what is already present. Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world, had come. He brings healing and salvation to all who will receive Him. Quite literally,
these miracles are still happening all around us. Those wounded by affliction and despair find healing in
Christ. The dead in trespasses and sins are raised up to life. The weak are made strong, the poor are made
rich, and those with only a past are given an eternal future. What do you see and hear? Look at the world,
and you will find only complaint and fear; but look to Jesus, and you will find peace that surpasses all
understanding and joy without end.

HYMN REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS LSB 515
*INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 146:5, 7b-8a; Philippians 1:6

P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God.
C The Lorp sets the prisoners free; the Lorp opens the eyes of the blind.

Silence for self-examination.

P Holy and gracious God,

C | confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know—the thoughts and
words and deeds of which | am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus
Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in peace.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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*KYRIE

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let
us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.



P
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
*SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
OLD TESTAMENT READING

"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the
crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lorp,
the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

PSALM — Read responsively

A

"Praise the LORD!
Praise the LorD, O my soul!
2 will praise the LoRrD as long as | live;

N >

| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.

3Put not your trust in princes,

in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.

Isaiah 35:1-10

"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
1°And the ransomed of the LorD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146



“When his breath departs he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.

A SBlesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
bwho made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
"who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.

C The Lorb sets the prisoners free;
8the LoRrRD opens the eyes of the blind.
The Loro lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lorp loves the righteous.

A °The Lorp watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

C '°The Lorb will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LoRrD!

EPISTLE James 5:7-11

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another,
brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. '°As an example of
suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. ""Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

*VERSE Matthew 11:10b
P Alleluia.
C Behold, | send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.
P Alleluia.

*HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.



2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered them, “Go and
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ®And blessed
is the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. *What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

"Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. '2From the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. '*For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, "and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

*APOSTLES CREED— See inside back cover of the hymnal or projection screens

SERMON HYMN HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING LSB 345
SERMON REJOICE AT WHAT YOU SEE AND HEAR  Matthew 11:2-15
OFFERING

*OFFERTORY— Sung, tune on LSB 192

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After our petitions:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

*LORD’S PRAYER— See inside back cover of the hymnal or projection screens
*CONCLUDING COLLECT

*BENEDICAMUS

*BENEDICTION

HYMN TO DEPART COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS LSB 338
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by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright ©
2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Serving Our Lord

December 14, 2025

December 21, 2025

Musician Diane Streich Merlin Simon
Cantor Andy Koch Dave Workman
Altar Guild Sharon Drews and Nancy Strand Sharon Drews and Nancy Strand
Elder 8am Andy Olson Bill Breitinger and Sam Erdman
10:30am Kurt Vallin Matthew Berg and Kurt Vallin
8am Andy Olson Jim Kohn
Reader -
10:30am Kurt Vallin Matthew Berg
8am Andy Olson Sam Erdman
Usher Team
10:30am Jon Peterson Open
8am Open Open
Greet
reeter(s) 10:30am Open Open
Acolvte 8am Mason Kolb and lan Olander Mason Kolb and Isaac Koch
y 10:30am Ethan Swenson and Dana Vallin Joshua Jebin and Henley
L 8am Matthew Boll Open
Projection -
10:30am Jean Peterson Eric Hakanson
Live Stream | 8am Jim Nicklas Jim Nicklas
Coffee Hour | 9:15am Open LWML

Salad Luncheon

December 14 | 11:30am | Conference Room
Ladies, come and enjoy salad and conversation with your TLO friends this
morning. All food and drink are provided. Please come even if you didn’t RSVP.

Make your list and check it twice
Order RaiseRight cards by today, December 14, and receive them in time for
Christmas gift-giving. All RaiseRight purchases result in money for TLO. See Leann
Becker if you have any questions about the benefits of RaiseRight!

Christmas bags for TLO members
Begins today, December 14 |

take and deliver at your convenience

Stop by the narthex, pick up a prepared bag(s) and deliver it(them) to the address
on the bag. You will deliver Christmas goodies and smiles while receiving much
more in return.




COMING UP ATTLO — December 14,2025 — December 21, 2025
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Sun 8:00*am Worship with Holy Communion
9:15am Family Education Hour
10:30am Worship with Holy Communion
11:30am Salad luncheon - come join the fun!
12:30pm Peniel Evangelical Church
6:00pm Hoops - adult basketball
Mon 10:00am Adult study - Exodus - join us!
6:30pm Trail Life Troop 2950
Tue 10:30am TLO leads worship at Lexington Pointe Senior Living
Wed 6:30am Men's Bible Study
1:30pm K-8 Christmas concert matinee
5:15pm Advent Meal served by WoW Bible study
6:30pm Advent Worship
Thur 6:00pm Peniel event
6:30pm K-8 Christmas concert
Fri 9:00am WoW (Women of the Word) Bible study
Sat 2:00pm Peniel events
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Sun 8:00*am Worship
9:15am Family Education Hour - two adult studies to choose from
10:30am Worship
11:30am Pizza and caroling - come join the fun!
12:30pm Peniel Evangelical Church
6:00pm Hoops - adult basketball
*worship online at www.trinityloneoak.org

Birthdays this week

Dec 15 Luna Wong

Dec 17 Michelle Nadeau, Wendy Rueger
Dec 18 Kurt Vallin, Amelia Volkert

Dec 19 Teri Garrity

Dec 20 Galata Benya

Anniversaries this week

Dec 18 Graig-Jay and Marie Lumives




+ + +

KIDS IN THE

DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +

What is the
Advent wreath?

The Advent wreath is the circle
of candles {andfor evergreen
branches) that you see in the
sanctuary during the season of Advent.
Some Advent wreaths hang from the ceiling of the sanctuary
while others are placed on a floor stand. Either way, the
Adwvenrt wreath is one of the many beautiful things you'll see
around the church during Advent.

How do we use the advent wreath?

It used to be that the Advent wreath was used in the home

to help count the four weeks of Advent. Now you can find
themn in homes as well as in the church sanctuary. Each Sunday
in Advent, a new candle on the wreath is lit. For example,
during the first week in Advent, only one candle is lit. During
the second week in Advent, two candles are lit. We do this

to remember and prepare for the coming of our Savior, lesus
Christ, the Light of the Warld!

Parents: Before or after the Divine Service, allow your
children to walk up to get a better ook at the Advent
wreath. Remind them to be reverent in God's holy places.
During this Advent season, try utilizing an Advent wreath
at home with family devotions. If you are unsure how to
get started, ask your pastor for help.
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Poinsettias for Christmas Worship
through December 17 | TLO Church office

o

Help us beautify the Sanctuary for Christmas by purchasing a poinsettia. This win-
win also supports our Youth program. Order forms are in this bulletin, the church narthex and
church office. Note the December 17 deadline!

TLO School Concerts
Wednesday, Dec17 | 1:30pm | K-8 Christmas Matinee | TLO
Thursday, Dec 18 | 6:30pm | K-8ChristmasConcert | TLO

Please feel warmly welcomed at either (or both!) performance. Nothing will put you in the
Christmas spirit as children singing about their Jesus!

Pizza and Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 21 | 11:30am | Allages | MeetatTLO

Enjoy pizza lunch after late service. Then bring Christmas joy to TLO members in
homes and in Care Centers by forming caroling groups that make up to 4 stops. No singing
talent needed! Join us! RSVP helpful (but not required) at trinityloneoak.org, so we know how
many pizzas to buy.

Giving tree — through December 21

Trinity First Lutheran School, Minneapolis and Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran School,
Eagan are part of our Giving Tree. Trinity First is a mission school, and our support
for the mind, body and soul of the students of this inner-city school and their families is where
the need is, so please prayfully consider helping Trinity First Lutheran School. Also included are
suggestions from the teachers of our school so we will also have a few items for Trinity Lone Oak
classrooms. Take a tag from the tree in the narthex, wrap the gift, include the tag, and place the
gift under the tree by Sunday, December 21. Thank you!

Vocalist and Instrumentalists wanted

For the coming Advent and Christmas season, we welcome musicians to come
forward. We can help find music to suit your interests. Contact Diane Streich for
more information.



WEEKLY DEPOSITS: December 7, 2025

General Fund Income:

Current and Mission Weekly Offering - supporting staff and operations | S | 34,499.75
(Our offering budget is $10,475 per week)
Building Reserve Fund - supporting monthly mortgage payments | S | 596.00
(Our offering budget is $675 for per week)
Tuition S 21,469.50
1883 School Annual Fund - supporting TLO School S 400.65
Annual Appeal to 1883 School Annual Fund S 4,244.09
Cell Tower Rental S 2,015.87
Gala 2025 S 1,000.00
Church and school fees S 2,938.60
Subtotal General Fund Income S 67,164.46
Special Purpose Income (not available for general fund spending)
YTF2 - Yesterday, Today, Forever 2 initiative S 275.30
Acorn Scholarship Fund S 225.00
General support of Rev. Tom Park in Taiwan S 25.00
Chapel offering - Gospel Adventures: Mongolia S 28.45
Washington DC S 116.00
Young Investors stamps through Lutheran Church Extension Fund S 306.00
Subtotal Special Fund Income S 975.75

Calendars, directories and offering envelopes

Stop by the table in the narthex to pick up your items for 2026: calendars, church
phone book, and offering envelopes. By the way, if you want a box of envelopes and
don’t see one for you, contact the church office and we’ll get you set up for 2026.

Stewardship verse:
He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in honor. Psalm 112:9

HERAN tensions and manage the complexities of leadership during the early days of
CEN ;"'-‘ RELIGIOUS the Revolutionary War. The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty offers insights
’v } Mi TV "?into the tensions and complexities of today’s government.

See www.LCRLFreedom.org.

I December 1775, the Second Continental Congress labored to overcome




Remember in Prayer

Mission Field:

Rev. Tom Park, Theological Educator in Taiwan is OUR missionary and
requests prayers for “our theology students and faculty—that they may teach
and learn with wisdom, passion, and faith”

Those with Health Concerns:

Eddie Burdick
Dixie Cliff
Larry Flannery, pray for strength and continued healing.
Gary Foley, facing medical issues, prayers for strength, wisdom, and guidance
David Frick, recovering from rotator cuff surgery that was more extensive than expected
John, grandfather of 2 TLO students, diagnosed with cancer while visiting MN
Lisa Groenendyk, Marsha Workman's sister in law, is hospitalized with bacterial
meningitis and will need open heart surgery when her condition improves
Don Holz, father of Lorrie Buecksler, strength and healing from surgery
Tyler Keech, brother of 2 TLO students, diagnosed with a massive osteosarcoma
Justin Kube, nephew of Ken and Marla, recovering after a serious fall
Joseph Labhart (Flannery’s grandson) ongoing health concerns
Marilou Larson, close cousin of Alice Dornseif, needing a “live liver” transplant
Mary Ann Nagengast with husband Colin and sons, Brandon and Jordan, working
through the pain of losing her nephew, Johnathan
Renata Rahn, strength for each day
Gia Watters, grand-niece of Alice, who suffered a severe concussion
For TLO members and friends in care facilities or homebound
GlendaHolz + Donine Leatherby +  Jeff Schaaf + Karen Stohlberg
Char Timm + Laverne Ziebell

For those who mourn

The family of Dennis Grover who passed away December 11. Funeral details pending

General and ongoing Prayers:

For our nation: That we may enjoy the gift of good government, wise and faithful
leaders, and peace among the nations
Ryan Kroonblawd - Seminarian - Classes began on Oct. 21 at Lutherische Theologische
Hochschule in Oberursel, Germany. Pray for Ryan to fully comprehend the lectures and
assignments he will be receiving in German through 2 semesters of studies. His wife,
Emily, will be working on campus in various capacities.
Our Weekly Memory Verse:
The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you
with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
Zephaniah 3:17



Welcome Guests We are glad you are here today! Here are a few things we
ar \ thought you would like to know to help you feel at home with us today. If you are
visiting please introduce yourself to our team. We love to make new friends!

For those with small children, a nursery is available, located in the narthex, if you need a place
to care for your child. Children’s bulletins are in the narthex, or ask an usher.

Restrooms are located to the east end of the narthex near the main entrance.

Large print copies of the worship folder are available. Please ask an usher.

Christmas Worship
Join us as we worship Jesus this Christmas season. Postcard invitations in the narthex make it
easy to invite a friend or neighbor to worship with you!

December 21 | 8:00*am and 10:30am, Worship | Adult study; no Sunday school

December 24 | 3:30pm | Christmas Eve Family Worship

December 24 | 7:00%pm | Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion

December 25 | 9:00*am | Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion

December 28 | 9:00*am | Worship (NOTE: one Sunday service) | Adult study; no Sunday school
*livestreamed at www.trinityloneoak.org



